
Tacoma Smelter Plume  
Soil Replacement Orientation Meeting

January 25th and February 1st, 2017
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Outline

ÅHistory

ÅSampling data 

ÅSoil replacement process

ÅHealth information

ÅSchedule appointments
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Purpose
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Å The goal of tonight is to 

prepare you for meeting 

with us in the coming 

months.

Å This meeting is an 

orientation meeting for 

soil removal and 

replacement that will 

occur in 2018/2019.



Asarco SmelterHistory

Tacoma

Å1890-1986: Smelted 
lead, copper, and high 
arsenic ores

Å1983: Became a 
Superfund site

Å1993: EPA yard cleanup 
began in Ruston and 
north Tacoma
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Tacoma Smelter Plume

ÅArsenic, lead, other heavy metals

ÅSettled on surface soils

ÅAmount of contamination found varies
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Tacoma Smelter Plume
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Å1000 sq mile area

ÅOutreach and 
Education

ÅSoil Safety Program

ÅYard Sampling and 
Cleanup Program

ÅTechnical Assistance 



Yard Program
Overview

ÅExisting residential

ÅState-led

ÅVoluntary

Action Levels

Average arsenic = 100 ppm

Average lead = 500 ppm
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Soil ReplacementProgress
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Soil ReplacementPlanning

Tacoma Smelter Plume Project, Toxics Cleanup Program 9







mailto:Awaggoner@geoengineers.com












































mailto:jbush@tpchd.org
DirtAlert.info


mailto:Crescent.Calimpong@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Amy.Hargrove@ecy.wa.gov
ecy.wa.gov/toxics/tacoma-smelter.html



